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OPENING CEREMONY – HERE WE GO…

“I officially open it!” said a little girl, whom head principal Gábor Horányi had asked to help open the 
5775/5776, that is 2015-2016 school year.

The new first graders were welcomed with an ovation by the students, followed by a rainbow colored teacher’s 
choir who sang a famous Kati Kovács song with a little modification, which also received huge applause from 
the children.

The final moment of  the elementary opening ceremony was the slideshow of  the summer camps.

The secondary school’s opening ceremony saw us reviewing the sports victories and projects of  the summer 
through short presentations, and a video showed the transformation the garden had undergone. After a short 
speech given by principal Péter Varga, the blue and white balloons filled the sky.

Happy 2015-2016 school year!

5775/5776 2015/2016
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WE AGAIN AWARDED THE FELD-
MAR-KŐRÖSY AWARD THIS YEAR

Rachel and Jozsi Korazim founded the Feld-
mar-Kőrösi Foundation’s scholarship award for 
teachers who, with their pedagogical creativity 
and community building have contributed excep-
tionally to the development of  the spirit of  our 
school.

Every year, teacher’s can be nominated, and a 
committee decides on the winning nominee who 
received the most votes.

In 2015, year 5775 of  the Jewish calendar, the 
voting had a bit of  a twist, because there was a 
teacher couple amongst the nominees, and to-

gether they received the most votes. For the first time since its foundation, the committee that Zsuzsi Albert 
and Ferenc Szekeres would share the award.

Mosaic day in our high school

In Northern-European countries it is an accepted practice in education to give high school students freedom 
to choose from a selection of  programs offered by their school, depending on what they wish to learn. Based 
on this idea, we held a trial day in our school as well.

Teacher’s also had a chance to choose topics that they wished to teach alongside their own subjects.

The day saw several lectures, workshops and classes running parallel throughout the day. Students could choose 
from such exciting classes as “How can I say, what can’t be said?”, a workshop on conflict resolution, as well 
as a basic introduction to Russian, “Jewish archetypes in popular culture” and even our head principal, Gábor 
Horányi’s lessons („Buddhist philosophy and the unique aspects of  Eastern thought” and „Is time travel pos-
sible and what can we know about time?”) Students could individually choose any of  the classes, and so ended 
up in not only mixed classes but mixed age groups.

While the application was through an electronic interface, schedules posted all around the school helped every-
one find the next place they want to go.

The lessons could be visited by teachers and students alike, and both adults and children were waiting in antici-
pation and took part actively.
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MINIMUM CONCERT

Currently there are at least 40 000 children 
below the poverty line in Hungary who starve. 
The national civilian initiative, the National 
Minimum is a campaign started by a Laud-
er parent, set designer Péter Horgas to help 
change this horrible fact.

The 12 hour long Minimum Concert was or-
ganized and held in charity by all who took part 
in making it a reality. Tickets cost 1000 HUF, 
which is the minimum daily food cost of  a 
two-child family. The concert was not a collec-
tion event, proceeds were first used to fulfill 
legal obligations, and all remaining money went into a Child Nourishment Crisis Fund. The concert, held on 26 
September, was attended by several Hungarian musicians, including the Z’mirim band.

LAUDER STUDENTS HELPED MIGRANTS

In cooperation with Migration Aid and at the initiative 
of  our eighth graders, we held collections to help the 
refugees. Our student Domonkos Séra spent his holi-
days and free time helping unfortunate refugees.

Our students everyday acts of  selfless heroism. Mi-
gration Aid, the refugee organization of  the UN has 
nominated all volunteers who worked at Budapest’s 
train stations for a high award of  recognition. This 
included the civilian volunteers of  Migration Aid, and 
thus Domonkos Séra as well, who spent his free time 
helping the refugees.
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PUBLIC RELATIONS

LAUDER TEACHERS WERE 
ALSO NOMINATED FOR 
THE PRIMA PRIMISSIMA 
AWARD

The curators of  the Prima Pri-
missima Foundation (which is a 
country wide competition) reveal 
nominees in ten categories every 
year. The total of  30 exception-
al people include artists, sports 
persons and members of  the sci-
entific community, whose work 
deserves the highest recognition. 
The best of  each category is also 
chosen by the curators, who are 

then awarded the Primissima award along with a substantial monetary prize. Two of  our teachers, Anna Nagy 
and Bence Gazda are both nominated this year for the Prima Primissima award as members of  the Budapest 
Klezmer Band. We are proud and keeping our fingers crossed.

JEWISH OUTREACH

SHANA TOVA – 5776

As it is traditional, we held our New Year’s gala dinner so that 
we could celebrate together with our supporters and friends. 
Several talented students from our music school took to the 
stage to entertain our guests, with our young students’ Naim 
band presenting alongside Jotham Ben Yami’s amazing piano 
performance. They were followed by H.E. Ilan Mor, Israel’s 
Ambassador to Hungary, who, in his speech, pointed out how 
important the presence of  our Lauder School is in Budapest 
and in entire Hungary; a strong Jewish community strengthens 
Israel, and the diaspora need a strong nation of  Israel. The 
ambassador’s speech was followed by János Szász’s witty and 

deeply earnest and personal speech, as well as head principal Gábor Horányi’s inspirational words.

During the celebration, the Hungarian Jewish Museum and Archives’ “How beautiful are your tents” mobile 
exhibition was present and open to participants.
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AN EXTRAORDINARY EXHIBITION NEXT TO THE RAINBOW

The Hungarian Jewish Museum and Archives “How beautiful are your 
tents…” (The Amida Prayer) traveling exhibition was visiting Lauder 
Javne School from 8 September to 1 October.

This special exhibition is about Jewish prayer, values, traditions and the 
present and future of  Jewish identity, and was given a place next to the 
rainbow of  our school in a caravan. Even the place itself  is special, and 
provided an extraordinary museum experience for those who went to see 
it. Our students were led by our Judaism teachers in viewing it, and teach-
ers and colleagues were led by Gábor Balázs, our school’s Judaism advisor 
and teacher.

Before we opened the seemingly cramped “museum” door, my guide 
asked me to have a look at the outside of  the exhibition. This made me 
want to search every segment, maybe there is something mysterious 
hidden somewhere. Well, there was, but it was hiding in plain sight. After-

wards we entered the caravan, and before I took it all in, he asked me what I had seen outside. “Squares, 
numbers and Hebrew words,” I said.

 “Exactly,” he answered.

The curator had decided to do away with the traditional Star of  David, and do something new for the 21st 
century.

 “What’s the first thing you notice when you step inside?” was the second question, and even though there 
were plenty of  impulses (the little museum works wonders with space that every interior decorator could be 
jealous of), the pink training shoes were the things I notice first.

Gábor Balázs explained why they were training shoes, and why they were pink, and then lead me through 
every inch of  the exhibition, and told me all of  its history, meaning and symbolism.

“The exhibition within the caravan shows through the use of  items and further interpretations the content 
of  the Amida prayer, the central aspect of  Jewish 
service to God. The Amida (or Sh’mone esre, that 
is “18 blessings”) prayer is part of  the morning, 
afternoon and night prayers. The name Amida 
signifies that the prayer is to be said standING, 

TURNED TOWARDS JERUSALEM.”

I got to know 18 blessings and a curse. Except for 



LAUDER JAVNE JEWISH COMMUNITY SCHOOL, 
KINDERGARTEN AND MUSIC SCHOOL

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY
2015-2016

September

one, every blessing had a picture, a ceremonial artifact, an everyday item and an explanation on the wall.

Concept and texts: Rabbi István Darvas, Zsuzsanna Toronyi muesologist
Museum pedagogy: Vera Dancz
Graphic design: Tamás Seres, Írisz Agócs (Artista Művek company)
The exhibition was held in the caravan of  the National Museum of  Ethnology’s MaDok program.


