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THE FIRST IN-PERSON MEETING OF OUR E-LEARNING PROGRAM 
STUDENTS AT LAUDER

On 24 January 2016, we hosted the students of  our e-learning program and their families. Started in autumn 
of  2015, the program has 20 Jewish children from outside Budapest, and nearly everyone came to the meeting 
here in Budapest.
The Jewish Studies teachers of  the program prepared a wide array of  activities for both the students and their 
parents. Even though the students were already “virtually” acquainted from the weekly activities, they finally 
met in person as well. The children started with a boker, a game-based activity (all 5th and 6th graders start 
their day with boker at Lauder). In the meantime, parents could share their experiences and insights regarding 
the program. During the morning, the guests were guided around the school. With the way-point game, the 
students learned about tu bishvat, and also got some further training in how to use their tablets. Meanwhile, 
the parents could listen to and debate Gábor Balázs’s presentation on the “Origin of  the current wave of  
violence in Israel”. After lunch, we prepared for the tu bishvat seder.
The families could snack on 15 different kinds of  fruit, all while learning a lot of  fun facts about tu bishvat as 
well as each other. The e-learning Jewish studies classes will continue, and the Hebrew course will also begin, 
and look forward to seeing all the families again at the end of  the school year.
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CHESS NEWS – IN-HOUSE TOURNAMENT AND 
STUDENT OLYMPIC SELECTION 

On Sunday, 17th of  January, 46 Lauder students of  all ages took part in four groups (as well as age group 
divisions) of  morning and afternoon chess competitions as part of  the Lauder in-house and students Olympic 
selection championships. Great minds collided and tough, high-level competition ensued, which resulted in a lot 
of  close calls. The sense of  sportsmanship and the love of  the game infused the event, as Lauder students had a 
lot of  fun as well.

#WAKEUPCALL
A SPECIAL UNICEF GROUP PROGRAM FOR 

THE 11-12TH GRADE LEAP CLASS 

Why are children’s rights important? Because the understanding and re-
spect of  children’s rights are a direct path to assuming responsibility and 
to upholding rules and limits. Respecting the rights of  others begins with 
understanding our own rights. This is why it is so important to under-
stand what kind of  rights we have.
Children are interested in the world that surrounds them and its rules. 
However, sometimes these rules can seem alien, and law unfathomable – 
and not just for children. Imagine if  a child not only comes to understand 

these rules, but comes to love them, for they protect them.
The “Alarm Clock” a.k.a. Wake Up Call is meant to awaken students as to how far they can go with regards to 
others, and what kind of  protection they are entitled to. They learn that what we consider natural here seems un-
reachable in other countries. By the end of  the class, they will know where to find help in a situation that seems 
hopeless, and what they can do, when they feel helpless.
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THE RIGHT(S) COURT FOR CHILDREN – 
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS COURT PROJECT 

Our 9th graders took part in the development of  an online game

Goals of  the project and expected outcomes
During the project, our 9th grade students took part in the development of  an online game. The main theatres 
of  realization were group activities and visits to main places of  the judicial system. During this work, students 
got to know the Hungarian justice system, what kind of  rights we have during different proceedings (e.g. di-
vorce, custody, petty crime, school bullying, bearing witness, etc.), and they got to see different proceedings in 
action. They created interviews with justice experts, judges and lawyers. The knowledge they gained served as 
the content framework of  the game.

CITY DWELLERS
András Salamon film director was the guest of  our NYIT year students, with whom he watched his 

documentary entitled ‘City dwellers’ (Városlakók)

“Many people approached me after the film, partly joking, partly serious, that they would love to move to the 
8th district, and how strange it is, that people talk to each other there, and that it is a really peaceful neigh-
borhood.”
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MATH WIZZES AT THE KOCKAKOBAK “CUBEHEAD” FINALS

In the finals of  the Kockakobak “CubeHead” mathe-
matical championship finals, Bálin Dobák had to think 
his way through 25 math problems in 60 minutes, and 
was able to solve 20 correctly. This game him the na-
tional fifth place.
His performance is further highlighted by that fact that 
he had just returned from a multiple plane journey with 
jetlag, and slept only 4 hours before the competition.
Bálint’s teachers are: Éva Szabó, Ágnes Kőkúti and 
Tamás Kósa
Márton Juhász finished seventeenth in the 7th graders 
group.

POETRY RECITAL COMPETITION

Over 20 of  our middle school and high school students took part in our annual poetry recital competi-
tion.

This year, the stage was taken by contemporary poets, but the freely chosen poetry contained a few classics as 
well. Actress Niké Kurta and our own Ágnes Bene, who loves poetry and recites often, were the judges. They 
didn’t have an easy time choosing…
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TEN PARTY

We love numbers and we celebrate them. Today, first graders celebrated the number 10. 
The first grade teachers organized the party in honor of  the number 10. Our first grade students all gathered in 
the assembly hall to solve all sorts of  playful tasks while they awaited the arrival of  the fabled number 10 – it 
seemed to have gotten caught in a traffic jam. After the games, singing and playful tasks, children were treated to 
amazing cakes, courtesy of  the parents.



LAUDER JAVNE JEWISH COMMUNITY SCHOOL, 
KINDERGARTEN AND MUSIC SCHOOL

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY
2015-2016
January

JEWISH OUTREACH

OUR NEIGHBORS

The Visual World Foundation (VVA), in cooper-
ation with the Canadian Embassy to Hungary, as 
well as students and teachers from four schools 
took part in the “Training Bystanders to Become 
Upstanders” project.
Among other things, Lauder students volunteered 
to approach Holocaust survivors and ask them 
about their neighbors.
Through the lens of  the Holocaust and the Rwan-
dan genocide, we looked at how everyday bystand-
ers, “neighbors” acted with regards to the victims; 
the different attitudes and actions, motivations, 
fears and hopes, and what we can all learn from 
these events today. 

The goal of  this work is to better understand, what kind of  feelings we experience, what we are capable of  and 
what kind of  personal responsibility we have towards other people, when we see them becoming victims of  
prejudice and exclusion. We hope that this program made us braver, more aware and gives us tools and strategies 

PUBLIC RELATIONS

ST. OLAF COLLEGE & THE LAUDER SCHOOL
An American student group’s visit

From St. Olaf ’s College in Minnesota came a group of  soon to be mathematicians who, while studying in 
Hungary, wanted to see a Hungarian school. Our NYIT students were their hosts at Lauder, showing them the 
school, and then took part in group discussions about the two countries, their schools, Budapest, local good and 
other important things. Fun fact: Most mathematics majors in Minnesota play an instrument or sing in a choir. 
We even received a thank you note in Hungarian from the leader of  the group, Bruce, who has a hobby of  
learning languages.


