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THE MORIM PROJECT - AMERICAN TEACHERS AT LAUDER
The Lauder School hosted nine teachers from the USA for a whole week.

Our guests held classes together with their Hungarian counterparts and met US Ambassador Colleen Bell and 
the new Israeli Ambassador Yossi Amrani at our school.
Through the Morim project, which was the framework of  the visit, our students also gained a wider view upon 
the world beyond the walls of  the school.
The subject teachers quickly formed working relationships, spending a cheerful week together, ending in visual 
arts exhibition by visual arts teachers Ildikó Szarvas and her partner Ben Tellie on the 18th of  November. You 
can find here the video about the week long visit. 

http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuyXqfc9eK8&feature=youtu.be
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuyXqfc9eK8&feature=youtu.be
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PUBLIC RELATIONS

HOSTING THE NEW ISRAELI AMBASSADOR

HE Yossi Amrani, Israel’s new ambassador to Hungary 
met our students, teachers and American guest teachers 
in our school. Head principal Gábor Horányi welcomed 
our guests in the library, and His Excellency took time to 
answer questions from the crowd. 

EDUCATION

FESTIVAL OF LANGUAGES - VIDEO
This year’s Festival of  Languages was the 

fourth year running.

Gathering in our assembly hall, the Festival of  
Languages saw 7th to 12th grade students trying their 
skills at all the different foreign languages taught at 
Lauder. Students worked in teams to solve playful 
and cultural knowledge based problems. As always, 
the buffet table welcomed just as many visits as the 
different language booths. Laughter and fun questions 
are the hallmark of  the event. Winning teams this year 
received a gift basket laden with sweet delicacies from 
each of  the different language territories.

A VISIT FROM COLLEEN BELL

On 15 November, just after the US presidential 
elections, Her Excellency US Ambassador to Hungary 
Colleen Bell visited the Lauder School. Our American 
guest teachers as well as our own colleagues and 
students were able to ask a lot of  questions from her, 
especially focusing on the results of  the elections. At 
the end of  the visit, Her Excellency even left a few 
kind words in our guest book.

PARNERSHIP2GETHER

Gil Klempert and Efrat Sarabo, representatives of  the 
Partnership2gether Program visited our school and 
kindergarten from Israel in autumn.
Efrat Sarabo made a training to our kindergarten 
teachers and she taught Israeli Hora dances to our 
kindergarten children. A cooperation has begun.
Efrat asked us to take a video clip with our kindergar-
ten children wishing happy Hannukah in Hungarian 
to the Israeli children. They will present the video in 
Akko, on a huge Hannukah party, and they also want 
to send it out as a holiday greeting to their partner 
institutions in the USA.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cIdxFtb7J0Q
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3biO-xRQa0&feature=youtu.be
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BLINDSIDED
Turning a blind eye to the world... literally.

Our NYIT/ELIT language year students met Lauder Alumni Tamás Juhász. 
Tom entertained us by playing music, and between songs, he would regale 
us with a funny or thought-provoking story about the everyday life of  those 
living with disabilities. Tom himself  lives with his disability: blindness. 
We came to understand that people living with disabilities are no different 
from everyone else, and what’s more, everyone at some point belongs to some 
sort of  minority.
The motto: “I think my dad is disabled because he uses artificial sweetener in 
his coffee.”

LAOCOON

Some things we never want to change, and once such thing is the survival competition. Twenty-five years ago, 
Gábor Horányi organized the first Laocoon Survival Competition, and this year’s 13th of  November saw the 26th 
event.
Not being discouraged by the strong wind, 153 competitors ventured into this year’s territory, the South Börzsöny 
mountains.
The most active participants were the 5-8th graders with their parents and teachers. The competition became a 
family and community event. This year, even the 4th grade elementary students wanted to take part, and they held 
their own beautifully.  The competition has participants searching for waypoints and bonuses (little hidden items 
to be found by decoding clue poems).
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HOSTING THE BALTAZAR THEATRE COMPANY
On the 25th of  November, our NYIT grades welcomed some of  the members of  the Baltazar Theatre troupe.

Formed in 1998, the Baltazar Theatre Company is the only official theatre troupe in Hungary composed of  
mentally disabled actors. The cornerstone of  their activity is that their performances are to be held in a socially 
inclusive way. Their presentations are not to be viewed and judged “considering the fact”.
In October, our NYIT year went in large numbers to watch one of  their performances. We knew at that moment 
that our meeting was not a one-off  event. We got to know that they the troupe was in need of  a microphone and 
stand as well as music sheet stand. Through parents’ generosity, we created a gift-package, which was presented to 
them during a meeting where we had a chance to talk with some of  the members.
The conversation was high-spirited; our guests were touchingly open about themselves and answered all questions. 
We decided that we would be seeing them again soon!

OPEN COURT
Our 9th grade Távlinim observed a court hearing and then took part in a 

simulated lawsuit on 24th November.

A court hearing can be exciting, but even more so if  we get to wear the robes and 
play the parts of  lawyer, judge, plaintiff  and defendant.
We simulated all sorts of  different legal cases and situations, each time assuming 
the roles of  the parties. Witnesses were called in to testify. Several year long 
sentences were passed.
We twisted our tongues around the most complex legal sentences we could muster, 
holding speeches and questioning all parties.
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MENEDÉK (SHELTER) - HUNGARIAN ASSOCIATION FOR MIGRANTS
The RC Right(s) Court project continued with a special event hosted by the Menedék Association.

The Hungarian Association for Migrants has been working with 
immigrants arriving into or passing through Hungary for more 
than two decades, helping their integration into society through 
social, educational and cultural programs.
Our 10th grade Halacha students were able to share their own 
views and experiences on the subject with each other and the 
representatives of  the association.
It turned out that our students are especially well-informed, despite 

the fact that it is very hard to find our way in the sea of  information on the subject.
We learned that the best way to accept others, be it another person, group or religion, is to get to know them.
At the end of  the workshop we got to see a positive example, though only on film. We got to know Darius, who 
escaped to Hungary from Afghanistan, learned Hungarian, found a job, is well-educated, and wants to work as a 
tour guide to show foreigners the beauty of  Hungary, of  which he is very proud.

A SPECIAL MUSIC CLASS WITH ESZTER BÍRÓ

On 30th of  November, singer Eszter Bíró taught Hanukkah songs to our 1-4th grade students. The special 
singing lesson was a wonderful experience for all. Video about Eszter’s lesson. 

http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKioG8Jvuro
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THE CROCUS PROJECT
Our seventh graders took part in an international initiative that stems from Ireland.

This autumn we planted crocus bulbs next to the Sztehlo-memorial, and we are hoping that in spring, by the time 
of  the Holocaust Memorial Day, this small part of  our garden will be covered in flowers. This was one of  the ways 
we remembered the victims and those who saved others during the war.

SZTEHLO-MEMORIAL IN THE LAUDER GARDEN

Last year, a group of  our 7th grade students (Sophie Orosz, Noam Dankó, Lora Dévényi, Lili Nagy, Dafni 
Babanaszi) discovered an underground chamber in the school garden, which turned out to have belonged to our 
neighboring children’s home. This was a haven for small Jewish children during and after World War II, and was 
the site of  Gábor Sztehlo’s Gaudiopolis, “The Children’s Republic”.
The explorers and one of  our 7th grade classes helped clean out the cellar so that a memorial could be created 
from it. This memorial was officially inaugurated on 7th of  November with past tenants of  the Sztehlo Gábor 
Children’s Home, head principal Gábor Horányi, middle school principal Kinga Máhr, the explorers themselves, 
and Bence Tóth, who played the saxophone for the gathering. The students symbolically planted five crocus bulbs 
at the memorial site, which will be followed by many others planted by the seventh grade. We are hoping that 
the flowers will blossom just in time for next year’s Holocaust Memorial Day, paying respect to those who were 
victims and those who saved others during those difficult times.
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JEWISH OUTREACH

OUR HALACHA STUDENTS WERE ON A FIELD TRIP IN ISRAEL

Twenty students from Halacha went on a field trip in Israel in November of  2016.
During the ten days of  the trip, the students discovered Israel from the northern Lebanese border to Masada in 
the south. On one of  the days, they got to know students from our sister school in Israel, the Sulam Tzor School. 
They spent a wonderful morning together in the school, getting to know the students and receiving a tour of  the 
campus, and worked together on the bird you can see on the picture. At the end of  the day, they even taught them 
a dance.
We look forward to welcoming them in March in Lauder!

SUCCESS STORIES

BERMUN
Once again debating the issues of  the world
Students of  the Lauder School were representatives of  Italy at the Berlin Model United Nations conference held 
by the JFK School. Representing the goals and principles of  Italy in several committees, our student delegates 
debated, held speeches, submitted resolutions and voted. In the meantime, one of  our students was a judge 
on the International Court of  Justice, examining a case on the South African apartheid. The conference gives 
students the chance to try themselves in an official, international setting, and come home filled with new experi-
ences.


