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OPENING THE ACADEMIC YEAR

As every year, a small present and a handshake from our head principal, Gábor Horányi awaited our first graders 
under the rainbow as they entered the school.
Afterwards, the three first grade classes, with the class names of  Drop, Nest and Glade, took a seat in the garden 
with the other elementary students. They were greeted by Gábor Horányi, who then opened the academic year. 
The teachers greeted the students with a song and decorations befitting their class names.
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THE FIRST COMEDU IN LAUDER

The first ComEdu community education program started at the beginning of September in Lauder with the 
course selection event. Course leaders and their invited guests presented their courses to 11th and 12th grade 
students. 
ComEdu is a practice oriented, inter-disciplinary program, encompassing finance, economics, law and even 
curator skills, marketing and life-skills. The elective courses are held across two 90 minute classes per week 
for one trimester (one in English and one in Hungarian). Course tutors include our teachers, daring mem-
bers of our parent community, and the well-known experts of the wider Lauder community, who all bring 
real-life practice into the classroom.
The courses are aimed at helping our students to better apply their creativity, passion and entrepreneurship. 
Student centered, practical and interactive, the courses develop students self-confidence, communication 
skills, critical and pro-active thinking. At the same time, the innovative experiences help students orient their 
career choices.

The first trimester included: Gastro Café, Curatorship, Language and Persuasion, Game Design, Legal Case 
Studies, Ethical Hacking, Business Skills and Design Thinking.
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TLI

The Tom Lantos Institute visited the NYIT/ELIT year students. The TLI works 
with questions of  human rights and identity, focusing on three main areas. These 
are Jewish life and anti-Semitism, Roma civil and human rights and Hungarian 
minorities.
The workshop acquainted students with the meaning of  hate-speech, the precautions 
necessary for inviting speakers to events, and what difficulties Hungarian minorities 
face in surrounding countries.

WE HAVE LAUNCHED OUR STARTUP MONDAY PROGRAM

Péter Varga and Péter Oszkó launched our new StartUp Monday program in the new 
offices of  OxoLabs. 
StartUp Monday is an exclusive talent care program where our high school students, 
after meeting all the strict criteria, form teams of  2-3 people to realize a common idea 
with the support expert mentors. The program is coordinated by the school, but is 
help off-site: students participate in workshops and presentations held by venture cap-
ital investors, helping them to grasp the complexity of  the startup world. At the same time, professional mentors 
guide them through the steps of  creating a startup, with the chance to pitch their idea and receive actual funding 
at the end. 
Those taking part in the program learn practical skills that can help them become successful in the job markets of  
tomorrow. Many skills are developed during the cooperative work and they receive practical experience. They can 
get a feel for what it means to work hard, be creative and inventive and, with a little luck, realize plans and create 
something lasting.

Four teams from last years Innovation Marathon, our own in-
house hack-a-thon, were up to the task of  experiencing the startup 
life, learning the ins and outs of  this world, and walking the steps 
from idea to realization. Most of  our startup teams are from our 
10th grade Tavlinim, but 9th grade Jamim are also present with 
a team. The first presentation will lay the foundation for further 
work, giving the basic skills necessary for on-going workshops, 
presentations and mentoring consultations.
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AT NEW YEAR WE PRESENTED THE 14TH ANNUAL 
FELDMAR-KŐRŐSY AWARD

The Rosh Hashanah candles were lit on the 20th of  September this year, 
for both the 1-4th and 5-12th graders in the school’s assembly hall. After 
the blowing of  the Shofar, Dr. Anna Szeszler, our previous head principal, 
together with the president of  the Feldmar-Kőrösy Foundation presented 
the long list of  nominees. 
Rachel and Joszi Korazim created the Feldmar-Kőrösy Foundation’s 
scholarship award in 2004, to recognize the efforts of  teachers who, through 
their education creativity and community building have made exceptional 

contributions to shaping our school.
The award accepts teacher nominees every year, and a committee gives the award to the kindergarten or school 
teacher with the highest number of  votes.
The 5777th Jewish year’s award was given to Judit Klein!
Judit has been a powerful motor of  the kindergarten for 27 years, and is one of  the defining figures of  the Judaism 
of  the kindergarten. Her success is born from a combination of  her artlessness and deep professional knowledge. 
Her ideas and self-confidence are prominent at both holidays and everyday. She is very accepting with colleagues 
and respects everyone’s personal Jewish identity. She has a wealth of  knowledge, and yet continuously studies and 
trains, coming up with newer and newer ideas. She is able to translate traditions to the language of  the different 
age groups, engaging them on their level.
Our deep-felt congratulations to Judit and to all nominees!
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OUR STUDENT’S POEMS ON THE WRITE LAUNCH LITERATURE PAGE

Twelfth grader (Zman) Márk Takáts’ first poetry volume was published last year, 
entitled This is Where I Fell. Now he has published new English poems on an 
online literature page, The Write Launch. His poems were also performed by him 
at several poetry evenings.
The new publication is available here: 
https://thewritelaunch.com/2017/08/stars-icarus-order-official-removal-n...

Márk Takáts won the TER achievement award this year
The annual TER achievement recognition awards were open for submissions for the eight time. For his exemplary 
theatrical work as well as his efforts at strengthening the values of  the school, Márk Takáts (12th grade Zman) 
was awarded the Gyula Kabos award. The award was presented by our successful Lauder alumnus, Laura Sterck.
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LENTI - ALTAVILLA SILENTINA - NAPLES

Following the story of  the Mitzger-children.
Following up on last year’s Lenti - Altavilla Silentina Project, this year we continued our research with a trip to 
Naples. With the help of  teacher, writer and translator Ágnes Berta, we spent a few days in Naples. This is how 
we reached Altavilla Silentina, where 51 Jewish families from Lenti received their birth certificates during WW II.
First, we met journalist Nico Pirozzi, who was the first to write a book about the history of  the Jews from Lenti.
Nico took us to the mayor of  the beautiful small town of  Altavilla Silentina, who gave us an informative audience 
along with several council members. We visited the WW II memorial of  the town, and then saw the Campagna 
concentration camp memorial museum as well. From the museum materials, we found out that the Bishop of  
Salerno, Giuseppe Palatuccinak and his relative, Rijeka police chief  Giovanni Palatuccinak both play an important 
role in our story.
We celebrated the Jewish New Year in the synagogue of  Naples, and then met the head of  the cultural committee 
of  the Municipality of  Naples. We were presented with an official plaque of  our becoming a “twin city” of  Naples.
Also present was the past and present principal of  the Scuola Secondaria di primo grado Belvedere School. It is 
thanks to them that we were able to visit their school the following day, where we were greeted with warmth and 
shown around by an enthusiastic group of  children.
Our journey will continue here at home. Our Lauder students will work together with children from Naples in 
following the thread of  remembrance. 
Even the Altavilla Silentinai Community Facebook page mentioned our visit.


