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OUR HEAD PRINCIPAL IN NEW YORK
We celebrated the 30th anniversary of  the Ronald S. Lauder foundation in New York.

The even was attended by both the leaders of  organizations funded by the foundation, as well as religious 
representatives of  their respective locations. An extended board of  trustees meeting we had the chance to learn 
about the work of  the foundation as well as meet the trustees themselves. Ronald S. Lauder hosted a wonderful 
reception for the heads of  the organizations and the students of  the JAcademy in his parents mansion, and we 
attended two further events where the Foundation had a chance to display all its activities to funders. The guest of  
honor for one of  these events was Colin Powell, former Secretary of  State (2001-2005, under George W. Bush). 
The film of  our students singing the Hatikvah was one of  the highlights of  the show. We are the largest and best 
of  all the schools in the Lauder network, and I say that without any false modesty. The deep personal dedication 
and sacrifice of  Ronald S. Lauder towards Hungarian and international Jewish communities as well as the Lauder 
Javne School is exemplary, worthy of  the highest praise and we are all deeply indebted.
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JEWISH OUTREACH

 
CELEBRATING THE BIRTHDAY OF THE LAUDER FOUNDATION

We prepared a special recording for the 30th birthday celebration of  the Lauder Foundation, in which our 
students sing the Hatikvah together.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4S102M0BNY&feature=youtu.be

GRAND OPENING OF OUR CAFETERIA EXTENSION

On 20th of  November, we playfully opened the new “wing” of  our cafeteria for the first time with our younger 
students. Our head principal Gábor Horányi ceremoniously cut a paper ribbon, which was welcomed by the first 
graders with cheers and applause, right before storming the sunny new extension.

SUCCESS STORIES
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LIZA TÓTH TAKES SILVER AND GOLD!

Liza Tóth, our 2nd grade student, took silver in the solo and gold in 
the team competition in the international FitKid Championship in 
Szávaszentdemeter. Congratulations!

SZABOLCS LAZA BECAME A PREMIER CHESS PLAYER

The weekend of  November 26-27th saw the start of  the premier chess league László 
Szabó division competitions, where the best-ever chess player of  Lauder, Szabolcs 
Laza introduced himself  in his new MTK colors. And introduced how! While playing 
dark Saturday in table 7 he was defeated by his international master opponent, 
on Sunday, playing light in table 9, he easily tied with the international master and 
opening expert Jenő Döry. The double round was held at the same time for all the 
teams in once location, so Szabi got to meet with the legendary bests of  Hungarian 

EDUCATION

(STILL) STAYIN’ ALIVE

The night of  November 19th saw the start of  the 27th annual Laocoon. A record-
breaking 234 people took part in this year’s survival trek.
This year’s Laocoon Survival Trek saw a record-breaking 234 contestants head for the 
Velence hills, where 63 waypoints, 24 bonuses and half  as many backup bonuses awaited 
those who would decipher the witty little poems. To ensure the younger contestants 
would also find bonuses, 14+ year old contestants took backup bonuses to replace ones 
that they had already pillaged. Many people found the secret 3.6 waypoint, which was not 
on the map, and many found either the candle, the backup-candle, or the empty stair of  

the hunting lookout, depending on when they arrived. If  you want to know more about the competition, you 
can either download the (Hungarian) map, clues and questions, or you can come with us next year and help us 

beat the record again.
Here is a shout out to all Lauder and non-Lauder competitors, and special greetings to 
the team of  AKG, the Városmajor High School and the brave lords and ladies of  the 
Mosonmagyaróvár student trekking club.
 
Translated from the original by: Gábor Horányi, head principal and Laocoon organizer
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COMEDU AND CURATORSHIP

We hosted Zsuzsanna Kozák, head of  the Visual World Foundation.
Our introduction to curatorship course is part of  our Community Education program.
The course gives both theoretical and practical basic skills regarding the relationship of  art 
and economy.
Participating students created and managed an entire art event:

- concept and budgeting of  the event,
- practice in writing tenders,
- dealing with issues of  communication and documentation.
It is in connection to this course that we had Zsuzsanna Kozák, head of  the Visual World Foundation as our guest, 
who talked with out participating students.
The members of  the curator group were: Jotham Ben Yami, Kata Martincsák, Sára Lendvai, Sebastian Székely, 
Márk Takáts.

A TRIP TO ISTANBUL

The Ulus Özel Jewish school in Istanbul has been our exchange partner for years, and 
this year, our seventh and eighth graders got to visit the banks of  the Bosporus...
We received amazing hospitality both in the school and from our host families. 
During our visit, we got to know the school, whose values are very similar to ours, 
visited the Topkapi palace, the seat of  sultans, and shopped in the bazaar.
We even studied! :-) In visual arts class we got to know Chinese artist Ai Wei Wei 
and his work, then painted ceramics. Afterwards we went to the Sakip Sabanci 

Museum to look at Ai Wei Wei’s interesting pieces. The next day we had a music 
lesson, where we became professional percussionists. Later we went to a gaming 

arcade, where Just Dance was the hit of  the day. We went to visit several synagogues, 
and even had a chance to meet and talk with the Chief  Rabbi of  Turkey, Ishak Haleva. He found it interesting 
and symbolic that our school is named after the city of  Javne, and told the story of  Javne and Ben Zakkai to 
the Turkish and Hungarian children. On one of  the evenings, a nearby synagogue held a gala dinner in our 
honor, where the Chief  Rabbi, along with parents, siblings and dignitaries from the school and the local Jewish 
community was also present. We even danced! :-)
We played and did sports as well. For example, we tried Big Foot, a game we didn’t know up till then. Before 
returning home, we took a boat trip on the Bosporus, saying good-bye to Istanbul with the feeling that we 
would always be welcome at this school, in this community; just like we will welcome the our next guests in 
March.
You can find some short videos about the trip here.
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SUDAN AND SUSTAINABILITY AT THIS YEAR’S BERMUN

Once again, our Lauder delegation took part in the Berlin Model United Nations 
conference organized by the JFK School. Our 12th grade students represented 
Sudan in some of  the many different committees of  the conference, taking part 
in the crafting of  resolutions, while one of  our 10th grade students, for the first 
time from our school, took part in the Youth Assembly, where, representing 
Hungary, she took part in the creating of  realistic projects to tackle the problems 
of  sustainability. As part of  the conference, our students have the chance to meet 
and work with peers from all over the world, and, in the end, even party together 
with them.

DEMOCRACY GAME

During this year’s Democracy Game, we represented our “voters” 
as the Winter Haven Forum.

The bill was drafted regarding waste management and refined 
with several modifications. Four committees debated from 
four viewpoints, through the lenses of  the Cultural, Economic, 
Sustainable Development and Justice Committees.
We showed off  our social empathy, made recommendations 
to stop the wasteful spending of  money, and backed rural 
development.

TISZTA SZÍVVEL (ENG: KILLS ON WHEELS)

It is now traditional that we screen a film before our annual book festival for 
students, teachers and parents, and then invite the director for a conversation with 
the Lauder audience. This year, the screening was on the 23rd of  November.
The choice fell on the critically acclaimed Hungarian film Tiszta Szívvel (officially 
translated as Kills on Wheels), directed by Attila Till. The film is also special 
because the lead role of  a wheelchair bound man was not played by an actor but 
by an actual person living with a disability.
After the screening, the conversation with the director and the wheelchair bound 
lead actor was moderated by Vanda Nikodém.
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EVERYTHING ABOUT AUTUMN CELEBRATIONS

The madrichs of  the JCC held an event for our first graders.
At the beginning of  November, the leaders and activists of  the JCC visited us and held a special event for our 
first graders where they could go from station to station and discover everything important and interesting there 
is to know about the Jewish holidays of  autumn.
The children loved the interactive program. Next year, it will be they who go to the JCC for the next events!

LIFESTYLE WEEK ON OUR LANGUAGE YEAR

On November 11th, well-known gastroenterology expert Dr. Richárd Schwab visited our 
school.
Dr. Richárd Schwab gave a lot of  useful and practical advice to our language year students, 
and not just regarding eating habits. For example, what kind of  mentor you should choose, 
wherever life may take you! We got to know the most recent, revolutionary discoveries in 
science, explained through simple, fitting metaphors. We also found out how important 
healthy gut microbes are for our health and well-being.
Our students listened to healthy lifestyle presentations all through the week, and also took 
part in related workshops, allowing them to integrate these ideas and the importance of  a 
healthy lifestyle into their own lives.
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18TH BOOK FESTIVAL

It is now the 18th time that we have organized our Book Festival, highlighting culture, books, literature and 
music. The festival is now grown-up!

Many classes started the day with breakfast together, and then came the playful competitions, special guest 
speakers, book presentations and a quiz event to top it all off.

Our guests were: Bain Danny, Erzsi Kertész, Tibor Benjámin Szabó, Ágnes Mészöly, Réka Kaponay, Edina 
Lentulay and András Dániel – all well-known names from Hungarian contemporary literary life.


