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CELEBRATING CHANUKAH WITH COLLEAGUES

Our Chanukah  party was opened by an acting group of  teachers and other Lauder employees 
performing in a comedy that ironically reflected on current and past events. The performance 
of  this group that has organized itself  spontaneously since the beginning of  the year was a huge 
success.
In his post-performance speech our director Gebor Horanyi  was talking about how good it is to 
be part of  the Lauder team where things just happen: somebody has an idea and the team puts it 
in practice. This is how Lauder produces ever better things.
For Chanukah staff  brought home-made food. The school gifted books connected to Judaism 
and staff  could choose their own book present.  This year the school had a giant Chanukiah and 
teachers lit the candles with all of  us reciting the blessings.  The evening concluded with a dance 
party that  was greatly enjoyed by all.



SENIOR PROM

We held our graduation students’ prom on the 8th of  December. Lighting 
the Chanukah candles during the opening ceremony and listening to the 
Naim student band’s performance only made the event more memorable.
The highlight of  the event, the senior students dancing the Waltz was 
moving for all and became an unforgettable memory for all graduating 
students, their relatives and teachers as well.
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THE LANGUAGE YEAR STUDENTS IN ISRAEL

Our 9th grade students had the opportunity to take part in an Israeli student exchange program. 
All participants shared their experiences in a written personal travelogue. All had one thing in 
common: they had a great time in Israel.
One of  our student’s wrote the following:
“Before we left for Israel I could not imagine that it will be the experience of  a lifetime and that 
we will return home having gathered so many new friends (and of  course loads of  spices and 
herbs too) . The atmosphere was already homey at the beginning when we celebrated Chanukah 
together. The welcoming of  the host families and the responsiveness of  the community made 
us all feel like Israel was embracing us. We had  so many positive impressions – like our group 
bonding stronger every day and by the 6th day we were all in tears to leave our host families behind 
(with whom we  have been  in touch every day ever since). We took walks in avocado gardens, 
sang together and of  course did some volunteer work in Acre. These were the most memorable 
times for me. Of  course I will never forget those laugh-out-loud moments, for example having a 
picnic in the mud next to a construction site or our failed baking of  chocolate chip cookies and 
our swim in the rain in Tel Aviv. I can’t wait to see our exchange partners in Budapest in April!” 
– Sophie Orosz



OUR ISRAELI SONGS – NEW SONGS RELEASED
 
Two new songs were performed by some of  our teachers and students at 
the opening of  our Chanukah fair. A group of  Lauder students worked 
together with Eszter Bíró and Födő Sándor ’Fodo’ and their fellow 
musicians to create the Israeli Songs CD. Two of  our teachers, Katalin 
Hanna Rév and Joci Nyíri-Nagy also contributed to creating the album.
 
All about the Shabbat Songs and the Israeli Songs CD and the participants can be found on the 
project website: http://laudersirim.strikingly.com/

OUR 5TH GRADERS VISITED THE OLD-AGE HOME AT ÚJPEST

On the 3rd day of  the Chanukah one of  our 5th grader classes visited the old people’s home in 
Újpest to entertain  the elderly with a small show and some games.  
The program was fascinating, the students performed songs, played on instruments, there were 
dances, poems and fairytales. The hosts were delighted to welcome our students. They received 
homemade Chanukah drawings gifts with warm wishes. At the end of  the visit everyone played 
dreidel together.

THE 7TH BUDAPEST JEWISH AND ISRAELI FILM FESTIVAL – LAUDER 
STUDENTS AT THE MŰVÉSZ (ART) CINEMA

All our high school students studying Hebrew and their teacher were invited by the Israeli Embassy  
to the 7th Jewish and Israeli Film Festival.
They  watched  the Festival’s opening movie – Doubtful (Mutalim Besafek) – in a screening 
organized for high school students only in the Muvesz Cinema. This was  followed by a discussion 
with the movie’s director Eliran Elya and the 18 year old leading character, 
Adar Hazazi Gersch.
This was the first time our high school Hebrew students took part in an 
extracurricular activity joining other schools’ Hebrew students .  We are 
happy to see an increase in the number of  students studying Hebrew in 
Hungary. We also hope to see more such joint programs in future.



HERZL PLAY PERFORMED BY SPINOZA THEATRE AT LAUDER

To complement the 10th grade Jewish Studies program and the autumn 
field trip to Israel we had a guest performance of  the Spinoza Theatre, 
entitled ‘Herzl’.

MEZUZAH CEREMONY AT OUR KINDERGARTEN

Rabbi Róbert Frőlich visited every one of  our kindergarten groups and  
helped the children to affix the new mezuzahs. He talked about the meaning 
and the purpose and of  the mezuzah. The children listened to the stories with 
curiosity and then actively participated in the hanging procedure.

CHANUKAH IN THE KINDERGARTEN

Just like in the previous years, our kindergarten celebrated Chanukah together with the families 
of  the children. The family celebration took place in the garden. After singing and lighting the 
Chanukah candles the children could participate in special competitions and programs, and 
enjoy doughnuts. The elementary school students were teaching the children how to play with 
dreidels. They brought candies and nuts with them. Everyone played together on this rejoicing 
morning.

SAHAR PROGRAM

The theme of  December’s Sahar program was mitzvah and giving presents. Children were preparing 
small items s for the annual Chanukah fair which could be bought by their teachers and parents.

WELCOMING DOROT FELLOWS AT THE LAUDER

American fellows participating in the Dorot Foundations Internship program visited our school. 
They met and chat with our language year students. We also organized an alumni encounter for 
them to show the impact of  our school on someone’s life and how they used and benefited from 
the education and experiences gained at our school. Of  course meeting native speakers is also 
beneficial for our students, it is a great opportunity to practice their language skills.


