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Rosh Hashana 

In elementary school, kids prepared present bags to take 

home, and the children took home the bags with apple, 

honey and a card describing the customs relating to Rosh 

Hashana and honey. The little bags of honey for these 

packs were ordered specially, to include shana tova and 

the Lauder logo. 

 

 

There were Rosh Hashana decorations put up all around 

the school - prepared by the children and the teachers. 

 

Elementary school kids prepared Rosh Hashana greeting 

cards, intended for different groups: people within the 

school, elderly in the Jewish community, etc.  

 

 

As part of the Shahar program, kids spoke about repentance, and did a symbolic 

tashlich ceremony at the little artificial creek in the garden.  

 

This week, each grade learned about Rosh Hashana and the shofar in their JS 

classes, and they had a chance to learn to blow the shofar. 



 

 

On Friday, in middle school and high 

school, the ringtone marking the 

beginning and the end of each class was 

the shofar. 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday, after the third lesson, there were 

apples and honey in all corridors and staircases 

of the school, with the blessings and the yehi 

ratzon. 

 

 

 

 

Rosh Hashana has been celebrated in the kindergarten as well. Rabbi Tamás Verő 

told the kids what this holiday is about, they sang together, Tamás and one of the 

kids blew the shofar, they ate apples and honey. At the end of the program kids 

sprinkled crumbs in the “Lauder river” in the garden. 

 

   

 

 



 

Feldmar-Kőrösy Prize 

We organized communal candle lighting on Friday, combining Kabbalat Shabbat, 

the upcoming Rosh Hashana, and the award ceremony of the Feldmar-Kőrösy 

Prize. We had two separate ceremonies, in order to be able to seat all kids in the 

aula and its gallery: one for elementary, and the other for middle and high school. 

On each one, there was a little speech, the shofar blowing, candle lighting, 

kiddush, challah, apple and honey.  

This year, the founders of the prize, 

Rachel and Yossi Korazim were 

present as well. By the decision of the 

board, due to the 30th jubilee year, there 

were more than one prize awarded this 

year. The recipients of the prize are 

two elementary teachers (Mária Bóta 

and Gábor Fonyódi), who both have 

worked at the school for over 20 years, 

are devoted to the school and to its ethos, including Jewish matters, and who were 

among the first ones who supported the Shahar program last year. Also Kinga 

Máhr, head of the middle school, received a special prize. 

 

Community and mitzvah 

 

As part of the Judafest festival the so 

called Fun Run program has been 

organised in the city, which we 

announced for our students, parents and 

teachers. Many of them registered for 

the competition.  

 

 

 

 

 



Our colleague, who is on maternity leave at the moment, but as of this year she is 

taking part in the Sahar program, now became an ambassador of the 

jougyekert.hu, a charity organization, which is a special fundraising portal. She 

is collecting donations for the Association for Inclusion. They've already done 

sensitization in our classes, for accepting disabled children, built playgrounds 

where healthy children can play together with them. 

 

We have started the school year with a mitzvah-program together with Új Start 

Foundation. We have collected shoes and school supplies in the lobby for a week 

for families living in difficult conditions.  

 

The Nahar grade (10th grade) takes part in the “Adopt a Kindergarten” campaign, 

which is a charity program aiming to help a specific kindergarten in a 

neighborhood of poverty.  

 

Reggio conference and workshop in the kindergarten 

 

SOS Early Childhood Morim conference was held in 

our kindergarten. The program started with a 

beautiful Dvar Torah ending with the reciting of the 

shehecheyanu together in Hebrew, English, 

Hungarian and Polish. 

 

Sessions were about: the Image of the Child/The Image of the Teacher, 

philosophy of Reggio Emilia, emotional intelligence, the director’s work, 

difficult situations, Jewish values. Many Jewish ritual items have been donated 

by families from the Washington DC area, which was a big surprise for the 

teachers and for the kids as well. All groups got some of them, so they can talk 

about these items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shabbaton in Sopron 

 

For the first weekend of September, we organized a Shabbaton in Sopron - 

combined with the kick-start of the Shahar madrich training, with 70 participants, 

together with Rabbi Dov Levy and the Jewish community of Sopron. Based on 

the feedback, the Shabaton was extremely successful, especially because 

elementary school teachers came back really enthusiastic about the Jewish 

experience, and because the Shabbaton broke down barriers (and thus eased 

tensions) between the various actors of the Shahar program (elementary school, 

JS teachers and madrichim). 

 

 

Organizers: Balint JCC staff (Zsuzsa Fritz and her staff, especially Juci Kőszegi) 

and Szonja Komoróczy. 

Participants: 40 previous and incoming madrichim, 14 elementary school 

teachers (it was compulsory for all the new teachers in the elementary school, 

plus others), 5 JS staff. 

 

Program: 

·      Chavruta study in preparation of the Shabbat (about “melakha”) 

·      Kabbalat Shabbat led by Dov Levy, together with the local community 

·      Shabbat dinner with the local community 

·      Morning Chavruta on the parasha (and bal tahshit) 

·      Jewish heritage walking tour of Sopron, with the local community 

·      Afternoon team building between madrichim and elementary teachers 

·      Havdalah in the early medieval synagogue in Sopron 

 



Year opening 

 

The new school year has started. We held 

year opening ceremonies for the older 

ones and for the elementary school kids. 

As in the previous years I have welcomed 

all our new first graders and their parents 

at their arrival under the rainbow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our students’ exhibition in Oslo 

The Leviathan Project (started in 2017 in 

the Lauder School, with the collaboration 

of Los Angeles-based visual artist Benny 

Ferdman and Gábor Balázs) was 

introduced in Oslo as well. 

During the project, sculptural installations, 

paintings, drawings and artist's books were 

produced, which were exhibited in June 

2018 at Erzsébetváros Jewish Historical 

Archive - Csányi 5 Gallery.  

After Budapest and Venice, the exhibition 

was exhibited in Oslo, the Oslo 

Metropolitan University as part of an 

international art education conference.  

 

The exhibitors were former and current 

students of our school, project coordinator 

was Ildikó Szarvas. 

 


